o
o
N £
>
S
©
>
c
(48
=

Investigating the CHPC archives

When we enter a new year, we inevitably take stock of our lives
and our homes. The New York Times did just this in January 1974
with a series of polls of New Yorkers about New York City. Fea-
tured here is an original copy of the special reprint of this se-
ries, “New Yorkers Speak Out On New York,” from CHPC’s archives.

As New York faces a financial crisis in 2010, these articles give some
perspective on how different today’s concerns are from those in the
1970s, a period of economic stagnation coupled with rampant crime.

One article, entitled “Where New Yorkers
Go--And Don’t Go” contains a poll about
well-known locations in the city. The re-
sults describe a very different New York:
a shocking 37% said that “No one should
go” to Central Park, while 41% said the
same of Times Square, and 32% had
this attitude towards Greenwich Village.

The mood was grim in terms of poli- Goyoursel ... 38%
. . . Sarnd a tourist ... 285
tics as well, as social disorder made g ane should go...... 37%
the city seem increasingly out of con- HELSUE .
trol. One survey asked whether the

city was ungovernable and wheth-

er the boroughs should be split up. While the response

was largely no, the question itself has its own significance.

Other articles in the series ask about the city’s worst ill (indisputably
crime), whether the city has become a “welfare dumping ground,’
and what steps New Yorkers have taken to protect themselves. The
Times also asks about the city’s future, and two-thirds of respon-
dents predicted that in the long run, the city would be a safer place
to live--a prediction that, thankfully, turns out to have been correct.

-- Sulin Carling
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What arethe 2 or

Crime

- . Drugs
‘High cost of living, intfation
Transportation, 35¢ fare
Holsing

Problems of the aged
Schools

Unemployment

Quaity of city services
Corruption in government

' Pollution

" Welfare abuge

The courts

Garbage collection

. Health care
Deteriorating neighborhoods
- ' Traffic
Racial discrimination

* Energy shortages NN 7%

* Sil(vey was taken: last fwo weeks of November

3

| 3 problems or issues of greates
concernto you personally that you would most 1
see the new city administration do something ab

;."‘ i N " i
R 20%
M 19,
3%
— 1%
I 11%
M 9%
0%
— 9%
I 9%
7% -
— 7%
— 7%

M 6%
- 5%
mE 4%
. 3%

By DAVID BURNHAM
An overwhelming majority
of New Yorkers—rich and
poor, black- and white, con-
servative and liberal—regard
crime as the worst problem
they face personally and the
single issue that they would
most like Mayor Beame’s new -
administration to tackle.
Two out of three New
Yorkers, according to a New
York Times survey of 1,341
city - residents, volunteered

sué of “greatest concern to
you personally, -that you
would like to see the city

Third of eight articles.

administration do something
about,”

This preoccupation - with
crime stood out in bold con-
trast when compared with
the one out of five respond-
ents. who mentioned such
other critica] issues as thé
‘high cost of living, transpor-
tation needs, housing, and
the necessity of saving the
35-cent transit fare.

The survey of the mood
~ of the city—how New York-
ers. feel “about their town’s
delights ‘and dangers, about
jts “civil . servants and poli-
ticians, about its neighbor-
hoods and ball clubs — was
conducted in late November
bv Daniel Yankelovich, Inc..
‘a leading public.opinion and -
market research firm. . ’

Just.how anxious the pub-.
lic has become about crime
‘was reinforced when the sur-
vey, mindful of the costs in-
volved in providing govern-

- ment services, asked New
Yorkers to isolate from the
isstes they had chosen as
their personal concerns the
special problem that “would
be your first priority for the
new administration, even if
it meant nothing else got
done.” -

Two. out of five New York-
ers—4l per cent. of those
surveyed—cited crime, dan-
ger in the streets and law

“and  order as the priority
issue confronting the new

- they try to stay at home

Beame administration, Crime
was selected four times .as
frequently as any other issue,
with concern for narcotiés

- receiving 9 per cent, the high

cost of lving, 6 per cent
and transportation, the dete-
rioration of the subways and
the need to preserve the 35-
cent fare, receiving only 5
per cent, . o
The crime issue dominated

the survey among all New .

Yorkers - even though -the
over-all rate of crimes re-

clined during the Jast year.
The fear: d

£ the city. ;

and " older,. cri ..the
preaccupation-of 71 per cent.
Even in the relatively crime-
free borough of Richmond,
‘54 per cent of all respondents
living there listed crime as
their major concern..Those
who felt so threatened that

whenever possible tended to

be the retired New Yorkers

over 85 (70 per cent), low-

income vresidents (48 per

cent) and lone women {50
per cent). - - )
Still Defiant

Despite this. - overwhelm-
ing concern, a high per-
“centage of New Yorkers seem
as determined as ever to en-
joy this town., Two out of
three residents interviewed

. said they have continued “to
go out and do the things you .
used to do” and two out of
five reported they have not
taken. any steps fo protect
themselves or their families
from crime. - .

Those. who did adopt
safety measures included 12
per cent who reported they
now use double locks and
door chains, 8 per cent who
now keep windows and doors
locked and 5 per .cent who
have installed burglar alarms

or bought dogs. Few, how-

ever, have decided to take
- extreme measures. Only two
per cent said they have pur-
chased guns and but one per
cent said they have studied
karate. | .
Nonetheless, the anxiety
about crime discerned by the

survey is so strong that the

liberal beliefs that many New
Yorkers have been presumed
to support in respect to law
and order and civil.liberties
appear to have crumbled.
A large majority of New
Yorkers—seven out of ten

sutveyed—said, for example,

ported to-the police has de-

derable Iack of faith in
- the city’s criminal-justice in- .

= - stitutions emereed “when the

responidents were asked what
forces - they believed were
“most responsible’ for the
ifne situation today”
“"Dtugs, addicts and push-
._ers were singled out by two
out of five New Yorkers as.

>the primary cause of crime, .

- Black: and ‘Puerto Rican re-
spondents were somewhat
more likely to mention drugs
as a.central cause of crime
than whites, - )

But the major cause of
_ecrime—according to one-third
of the -respondents=was lax
courts, weak laws and poor
police protection. -
Although comparing the
answers- produced by differ-
ent polls is difficult_because

-of the différences in the way.

questions are asked and other
variables, the causes of crime

of New Yarkers today con-*
-trast importantly with the
-explanations. offered by
samplings. of people in all
parts of the. United States
in the mid-nineteen-sixties,
In a. 1965 poll conducted

by Gallup (the *Ametrican In-
__stitute of Public Opinion),
“respondents ‘were asked to
~name the forces .they be-
lieved - were .responsible for
the increase-in crime. More
than half gave answers that
involved. “family and poor
parental guidance.,” = This
compares - 'with only one out
.of ten New Yorkers in The.

§ * Times' - Yankelovich survey

who said the major cause of
.crime -in the: city today was
“not- enough. 'parental guid-
-.ance, children with too much’
' money and teen-age gangs.”
“In another national poll,
one conducted in_ 1966 . by

. :Lo}iis’ Harris' & Associates

-government -responsible
-enforcing the la

law,
viding public safety.
. Yack of Confidence

The . suspicion ook ‘these

forms: - L ‘
When asked . whether
“you have a lot of confidence,
some confidence, or no con-~
fidence that you could get
a policeman at once if you

needed one,” one out of three

New Yorkers answered that
he had no confidence,

This contrasted with-the -

view of more than four out
of five New Yorkers inter-
viewed who voiced a lot or
some confidence that “the
fire départment would come
at once if you ‘called them.”
The lack of confidence in
the ‘dependability of the po-

Jice is strongest among the

city’s black residents (44 per
cent of whom had no-con-
fidence) and those under 25
Yyears of age (40 per cent).
9Two out of five New
Yorkers said they had no
confidence that _a_criminal
who robbed them, if caught,
would go to jail and one out
of six said he had no con-
fidence he would receive a
‘fair trial if he himself was
arrested. ’
gSimilarly, two out of five

New Yorkers said they had.

no confidence .that a city
employe would turn down a
bribe. Almost half of the re-
spondents said they felt it
was fair to say New York
City “has more corruption,
waste and graft than other
cities” and.that the courts
here

. Only ‘about one out
of three - interviewed " said

these generalizations were

ndpro--

“are more inefficient
~ and lax.” ’

one pers n te

P .

compares with the g

teri New Yorkers in the No-
vember survey ‘who -cited:

~drugs and drug pushers ds a

principal-‘cause of crime in

the-city, -+ - -

“" “More Patrols- Demanded -

‘What, then, did New. York-
ers . specifically” want: done
about crime? . . o

Despite these negative feel-
ings about the quality of law
enforcement, New Yorkers,

“given a- list of possibili-
ties, simply and emphatically
wanted more policemen on
the beat.

“Three out of five of all
residents participating in the
survey chose more police-

~men on the beat when di-

-suggested by large. numbers .

¥ & e e y o
s e

L1 ]
feel " gafér~-mora -policerien
on the béat, ,ﬁéttex?%ightmﬁ,ﬂ
some kind of private neigh.

fnn or some weapdn_of de-
ense”?

Only 21 per-cent chose

- neighborhood patrols, 14 per
cent -better lighting, and 6
- per cent weapons., The rest
wers not sure, | - ' }

Tha relative unanimity by
which New Yorkers looked
on the cop on the beat ag a
top priority in law eénforce-
ment ‘'was matched by the
remarkable unanimity by
which they viewed the crime
problem as the top assigne
ment of the new administra.
tion at City Hall, :

Joining in such an assess
ment were 64 per cent of
.the whites surveyed, 66 per
cent of the blacks, 64 per
cent of those earning less
“than. $10,000 a year, 62 per
cent of those earning more
than $15,000, 69 per cent of
those who considered them-
selves conservative and 58
.per cent of those who con-
sidered themselves radical or’
liberal.

An above-average view of
crime as the top issue- was
the 76 per cent recorded for
single women under 35. A
lower-than-average finding
was the 54 per cent recorded
for Puerto Ricans.

‘borhood patrol, or having a -

Some Racial Divisions
The survey found less
agreement along racial lines
in responses to-other crime
questions, however. Almost
six ouf of ten whites (58 per
cent) said they believed New
York’s crime problem was
the samé or less than other
major American cities, such
as Chicago, Los Angeles and
Boston. This compared to only
50 per cent of the blacks
and 44 per cent of the Puerto
Ricans who agreed.
. ‘Another division was found
in the answers given to the

is somew] af b0
same, or less safe than other
areas in the city?” v
Sixty-three per cent of
‘the whites, 32 per- cent of
the blacks and 37 per cent
of the. Puerto Ricans said-
they felt their neighborhoods -
viere safer than others in the
city,. . C
- ‘The perception by the large -
proportion of white respond-
ents-that their neighborhoods
were -safer than others, and
the belief by a larger group
of blacks and Puerto Ricans
that theirs were more dan-
gerous, corresponds with the

pattern that emerges from _

the available police précinct-
by-precinct cﬁme statistics.

or your family? What

windows locked

N

Havé jou taken any steps to protect yourself

-

- 3 Inpercent

No/rione/do nothi Do not open door,
o/nonefdo n'o hm‘g unless khov'\)l person

. Double locks/ o .
double lock chains Building secufity o

~ Stay home at night/ Take cab after dark €}
donotwork nights . S 0
Keep house/doors/ Keeplights on

. @ ) Suppo“rt community action o _
Alertto problem, dangers a

Changed locks/new locks @

Burglar alarm(s) e Pray e
Keep dog(s) e My neighborhood is -
.safe/have no fears

Do notgo outalone @

Bérs/gates/guatds @
Prepared weapon/gun o
Don't know/no answer o .

’s that? Anything else?

Learned howto fight 0

insurance @)

Other 0 '

Donotride éubway *
Donotcarrycash #*

* tessifian 1%

T Yhe New York Times/Jan. 16, 1974 -
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By DEIRDRE CARMODY'

‘What do New Yorkers like
to do? : :

They like to stroll along
Fifth Avenue and look-at
some of the most elegant
window displays in the

_world.. They -like -to wander

through . the Metropolitan
Museurh of Art and study:Old
Masters and new acquisi-
.tions. They like to go to Shea
Stadium and Madison Square
Garden and cheer until their
voices crack.
These are among the favor-
ite pastimes of two-thirds of

all New York City residents,- -

according to a survey of the
.city conducted for The New
York Times.

Ten of New York’s famous
landmarks were selected in
the survey, which was con-

Fifth of eight articles

ducted hy .Daniel - Yankelo-
vich, Inc., the public opin-
ion and research firm, during
the last two weeks of No-
‘vember.

Some 1,341 New
. Yorkers were asked whether

here New Yorkers Go—and

" as- one “you like- to go

yourself, as a place you'd
recommend to tourists or not’
a place you think anyone
ought to go.” -
-~ They weré also asked how
they felt about the down-
-town . shopping area of the:
. borough in which they lived
-~ “whether - they shopped
there themselves, whether
they would recommend. it to:
tourists or whether they felt.
no one should go there. g

The answers reflected, on

the whole, an ambivalence

on the part of New Yorkers

about their city. Some of the

answers were predictable,”
Many reflected an enthusiasm
and an active interest in the:
landmarks of the city. Qthers'
reflected a wariness, partic--
ularly. about places that:
might be considered danger-
ous. : : :
‘Times Square, for years

the symbol of the - glamour
and the glory of New York
City, has become a place

where more than four out of '

to the survey, Only one-third

of those interviewed go there
themsélves - and only one- -

. third ‘would recommend it to’

tourists.

" bearish on Greénwich Village,

the survey found, Nearly four-
out of ten said that they did

not-think of the Village, one
of the city’s best-known
landmark .areas, as-a place
they themselyes visit. Almost
as mauny'said they would not
recommend it to tourists,
And 32 per cent felt no one
should go there at all,

of life-in' a. city, which is
basically the question which
was - asked “here, is almost
Impossible to answer by yes-
and-no’ or . multiple-choice
answers, Much of the quality
of life in a“¢ity can only-be

measured by immeasurables. -

Many a -seasoned New

Yorker, for-instance, finds -

that his:throat can still catch
on occasion at the startling
beauty of the skyline at
night, His throat can also
catch in a very different way
when he walks down a side-
walk that has recently been

.undertaken” ‘any  kind

The question of the quality'

feclings about the city as

PR - much as do the quality of its
they thought of -each place = ten.New Yorkers think no- -
" one ought to go, according. -

schools or the -efficiency of -
its services, ieleacy ot',

‘The survey may. be the .

-first time that this kind of an -
' iarflal sis hias been undertaken .-
of .

ow New Yorkers feel

S . “about the quality of life in
‘New Yorkers are almost as - MO

their “town,  Most. of - the -
places mentioned, for .exams< ..

“ple, have never. themselves -

of
analysis of their patrons..
While the survey does give
‘a picture of how New York-
_ersperceive the quality of
life in_their city, it does not.
attempt 'to ‘say directly why
people answered the way

i.they did., For example, it is.

not clear why only one-third

*think of Times Square as a

“place they go themselves. It . X
. ites, New -Yorkers of Irish
.and Italian backgrounds and

may be that the others re-
gard it as dangerous or it

“may simply be that they do

not go there because it is out
‘of the way of their normal
routine, :

Part of the answers may
rest in the constantly -shift-

-ing urban ethnic tides, which
‘the survey also reflects. For

instance, blacks and Puerto
Ricans are now flocking to
areas that were once largely
white, such as Coney Island,

_Times Square and Prospect
ark. :

- Central Park

GO YOUrSel .....visuncres 39%
‘Send atourist.....ce... 29%

No ohe should.go.......37%

o Not sure nnuuuunn,;no 2%

%

Madison Square ‘ardn - Th

-Goyourself....iivini. 69%
Send atourist.....ceesns 39%. .
No one should go ..... 3%
Notsure .ccsinane 1%

" Noone should go .,
- Not sure k'.'i..'l"l'll"‘,"" 3'/.

"
11

w17%.

How do you feel about some-of t

he different parts of New York—

for example, do you think of Greenwich Village mostly as a
Place you like to go yourself, mostly a place you’d recommend {o

tourists, or not a place you think anyone ought to go? How about:

i

Dpyi:town hopplg
your own borough
Goyourself....oerne. 72%

Serid atourist .......... 17%
Noone shouldgo...... 16%

_v Not Sljre'.--....-----o-....cq 2%

Greenwich Village

GO Yourself...ueeeeerns 37%
Send atourist ........... 35%
No one should go ..... 32%

NOtSUIe cccineeccisirsnseen 3%

{More than one answer.was permitted)

N

Prospect Park

GO yOUrself uunouuuu‘so.%
Send a tOUfiSf 0-uouuon2‘4%'
No one should go ......44%
NQt Sure SERANRITIIIIFER AN 6%

Times Square
GO yourself wsnannnind 1%
Send a tourist v 31%

‘No one shouldgo ....41%
NOt SUfe cEsutReEsRIRIISTISEY 2%

Fitth Avenue -
Go yourself ..o 68%
Send atourist ... 37%

Noone should go...... 5%
Not sure Iili'!!ol.!llhl'&ll.' 2%

“Shea Stadium

Coney island

Goyourself ..o 28%
Send a tourist v..ive. 25%

~Nooneshould go ....48%
. NOt Sure ;,”e)gzgaolﬁvll;"llll) 3%

GOyourself uuuunuinss%
Send a tolrist «yuuee 40%
No one should go ... 4%
NOtsure T TP YT T Y YO Y 2./'

Museum of Art

GO yourse‘f sasensate e suss%
Send a tourist ....c..... 42%
No one should go..... 3%
Not s“re l.ﬂ.lll.l‘.li'llll. 1%

The New York Yimes/Jan, 18, 1974

< land,

‘wich Villagé™ were college
- graduates, people under 35,

-world,

e vist

 Httered by, dogs andthesa Co o
puiet moments can affécthls by subway and It wis oncs
- S Subway and i )

1 it of as the’city’s sea-
_side resort and-its most pop-
~ular:spot on a hot :summer’s

 SOLVIC : - day. But only 28 per-cent of
7. AnIndex of ‘Quality’. .

the people in the survey said
" they went there ‘themselves.
and part of this may be that
-those with cars can now by-
pass Coney- and go on to. -
Jones Beach and the Hamp-
tons.” A question. that now
“arises is whether the paso-
line shortage, if it continues,
will repopularize Coney Is-
This -is the way the: re-
spondents felt about the 11
places mentioned - in- the
survey: . -
Times Square
Among those who were
particularly emphatic that no

one should go to Times. -
Square were women, Bronxs

people . over the age of
50, However, single people,

‘Puerto Ricans, blacks and

people under 25 replied: in
the greatest numbers that

-they went there themselves.

According to a racial and’
ethnic breakdown, the survey
found that 42 per cent of the
city's blacks, 40 per cent of'
its' Puerto Ricans and only
27 per cent of -its whites
welcomed the idea of visiting
Times Square, traditionally

~ --considered the center of the

city. .
However, 44 -per cent .of
the whites, 40 per cent of the
Puerte Ricans and 33 per
cent of the blacks said that
no one- should go ‘there,

Greenwich Village

New Yorkers -who most
often said they visited Greén-

newconers to- the city, peo-
ple making over $15,000 a
yeat, Manhattan whites, .peo-
ple.who live in Queens, lib-
erals i men” and
Women,

no one shouid go there in-
cluded -women, Republicans,
Conservatives,  people over
50, the . less educated, blue-
collar workers, people who
said that too much attention -
was being given to minori-
ties and those of Irish heri-
tage. o
Although a large part.of
the Village's permanent and
Jong-settled population is of
Italian background, it was
endorsed by only 30 per cent
of New York Italians who
-said- they went there théms
selves and 33 per cent who

- .said they would recommend

it to others; 39 per cent be-
lieved no- one should go
there. ‘ T

Fifth Avenue .

~ Fifth Avenue has tradition-
ally been considered one of
the great ‘avenues of the
ranked - with ..the
Champs-Elysées, New Bond
Street and the Via Condotti,
New Yorkers apparently-do -
not disagree, ) :
Seven in ten New Yorkers
thought of it as a place they
themselves, Manhattan .
whites and people making -
more than $15,000 a year
were -most enthusiastic -and
an overwhelming percentage
“of blacks and Puerto Ricans,
also said they went there, -

Borough Shopping

. Some seven out of .ten New
Yorkers said they shopped
in their own borough cernters
and 17 per cent. thought
enough of these hubs to
recommend them to tourists.,
Brooklyn, however, was
the somber exception. De-
spite 'its large, established
downtown shopping cénter,
26 per cent of the residents
of that borough thought that
no one should shop there.
Staten  Island, reflecting,
perhaps, its distance from.

~

Those who most felt that



Residents Say No'toTdes

Of Breaking

Up the City

By RALPH BLUMENTHAL

New Yorkers oyerwhelm-
Ingly reject the .idea that
thejr city -is ungovernable.
and should be-broken up, al-
though those who live in the
- four ‘outer boroughs very

much resent what they -be-
lieve to be the domipation-of
Manhattan, . ‘ -

A survey by.The New York
Times on attitudes _and pere
ceptions of New Yorkers also
elicited responses indicating
that each -borough, despite
its own. internal population
mixes, fetains its own strong
identity—an identity quite

. different from the one mani-
fésted by its neighbor across
the river, ,

The suryey asked, “Do you
feel that the criticism that
New York is ungovernable
and should. be split up is fair

- or not fair?” ’

The answers, given by 1,-
341 New Yorkers represent+
ing mogt slices of the city’s
-economic, gedgraphic, and
ethnic life, showed that less
than three out ‘of ‘ten resi-
dénts -in Manhattan and the
Bronx, Brooklyn and Staten
Island, calléd the statement
fair, - ,

Queens evinced a bit more
interest- in -divViding thecity,

- ‘with.more than three in ten,
there saying that thé crite
icism was just. But even in
that affluent borough, four in

~The last of eight articles.

ten. residents declared that’
New York was -governable
and should not be dismem-
bered. i Bl an e
The survey; conducted for

.

- The Times in late No er

found. that while Néw York-
ers optéd for municipal unity-
and ‘expressed strong confi-
dence that the city is indeed
governable, they. fell short of’
declaring themselves one Kig
happy family—at least when
it comes to that.big daddy,
Manhattan, Co
. The _survey asked, “Do
“you fee] that the -crl-
icism that Manhattan al-
ways gets’ preferential ireat-.
ment from the city is fair or
- not fair?? |
- Residents ‘of the outer bor-
oughs, with .memories of
lingering snows and recur-
rent threats of city bridge
-tolls and with a sense of be-
ing backstage to downtown's

“of ten in Queens indicated

show, had few doubts that
"this was a fair statement,

In Queens, more than-half

preferential treatment from
City Hall, In the Bronx,

more people felt the favori.
tism was real than felt it
was not, ‘In Manhattan, as
‘might be expected, only- 31

against 46. per cent who did

not. . =
Clty of Superlatives
In - terms of superlatives,

the. survey. -outlined promi-

nent _ profiles of the bor-
oughs, Manhattanites are the
most _educated. Brooklynites,
surprisingly, in' view -of .the
borough’s liberal voting rec-
ord, are the mast conserva-
tive. Bromnxites are the most

liberal. Queens$ is- the most -

Jewish. Stdten Island . is: the
most Ronfan- Catholic- and
youngest (39 per cent of the
islanders are under 35 years

_okd), .
- The survey also explored -

the sense of loyally and es-
teem with which New York-
ers regard their own and the
other boroughs.. “Of. all the.

- boroughs in New York,

which do you think is prob-

. ably the best place to live2”

the survey asked.

Queens, Two in ten selected

slightly less- -favored. But
-only one in fen selected the
Bronx, a recogmition of the
“depressed condition of much
of that borough.. .

‘Whilé those surveyed tend-
ed "gene ¢ ir. 1

lew Yorkerfs-in the degrees
of ‘borough loyalty. -

_More _ than - nine- of ten. I

Staten Islanders thought their
island was the best place to
Jive and more than eight-out

that- their -own sprawling
acres made the best home, In
Manhattan seven out of ifen
found they throbbed best
near . the city’s' downtown
heart.

But in Brooklyn, which has
earned an international repu-~
tation for local patriotism, lit-

tle more than five in ten resi-

dents thought Brooklyn best,
Ancther three in {en Brook-

Iynites - chose -Queens . and .
Staten Island as preferable
places.: . .

Similarly, in the Bronx, less
than haif of those interviewed
there thought that their bor-
ough, the only one attached
to the Unifed States main.
land, was the city’s best liv-

e,

! dhi Yoo, iR ling © Hiought " things" Would: -
Is ag?a Mafy better and 21 per. cent looked

of those questioned thought €
that Manhattan was getting

Brooklyn and Staten Island,

per cent thought the com- -1
plaint rang of truth as. .

- were HNving theré

More than three in ten of
all - New Yorkers. chose.

Brooklyn -and -Manhattan, ..
- with Staten Island only -

_ten_have_lived that long

_place to live than it is. now, °

“in“ten there thought things

get

or worse to come. In Brooks
Iyn, it was 43 per cent antici-
pating a better future and 33 -
= per-cent, worse, In the Bronx,
- 42 per cent envisioned a hap-
pier time, 21.per cent worse.
* And in Staten Island, 41 per
- cent were optimistic, 26 per:
-~cent were pessimistic, *.
Somie ‘Borough Variables
--:0m:’ social -and - municipal-
issues there was a variety
of borough-borne-perceptions, -
» “::"More than six out of ten in
Queens.felt it was fair to say
- that the <ity has become “a
, welfare dumping ground” for
. 'the rest of the nation. Slight-
4a%- Ty-less than half of those in
DU~ — Man i
UL yiew, however, -
Nearly two-thirds of those
interviewed in Queens con-
tended that Open Admissions
" at City University lowered
the quality of education, Only
a bit more than one-third of
ods.  Bronxites shared that view.
once they move in : Although 34 per cent of
ter of them walk to worl._ those in the Bronx described
In Queens there fis an . themselves 351'1 liberals, tﬂ.‘.‘-’
anomaly between tual  borough was the one most in
i A ne ;avo;'_ of the ‘death p&nal;y
Despite or verha for certain_crimes. Nearly
of, 1pts relagis: affll’zen and  eight in ten Bronxites wanted
desirability as a pla ive, the death penalty restored.in
residents of Queenis have the - Brooklyn, which has the most
i ‘because  -conservatives, less than- seven
ther  in ten residents favored the
death pénaity, still a_high
nt  percentagé in that Demo-.
cratic party stronghold,

vey showed, m ]
tanites do not stray 't
out of their neighb

choice?” R
In the Bronx, 42 p
of those surveyed said they

In the Bronx, nearly twoe
thirds of those surve{gd,
more than in any other bor-
ough, were against legalizing
marijuana, The boreugh also _
was " most - strongly (almost
eight in ten) in favor of life

.'sentences for drug t-l[{n.lsh'ers

and in support (two-thirds of
the residents interviewed) of
a crackdowiron pornography;

On the controversial pro-
posals . for ~ decentralizing
major city services, ‘Staten
Islanders more than eother
New Yorkers wanted. more
-Jocal authority in school af-

- fairs, garbage collection and

hospitals, They did not ask
as much as Bronx people did,

however, for the decentrali-

zation of the police. .
Staten Island, the borough
connected directly to the rest

- of the city only by a high-

toll bridge and a low-fare
ferry, emerged as a distinct
entity of New York .on yet
another question, one asking
where borough residents have
their relatives and -friends——
in’ the suburbs, the city or
someplace else.

. 'While more than two-thirds
of the residents of the other
boroughs said they had their
friends and relatives in the

" city, more than two-thirds of

the Staten Islanders said
their family and comradely
bonds were linked to the
suburbs. - -

Still, no borough wants to’

break up this town.

they had no choice, a
47 per cent who  said
wanted to, By contrast,
-of ten Staten. Islander:

_Queens, surprisingly per-
haps,_ca’mef close to the -
Bronx - estimate

more than half at bor- isTair or not fair?
- ough's residents saying they . | . . - 2
were here - because — they Inpercent (Figuresare rounded)

Manhattan
-FAR...........22
~-NOTFAIR....53
° NOTSURE..24

“for §ix years or, .
what fewer th o

rhoods,

o v

istic *
New York’s future,” = -
‘The question was, “Whai
Yyour lomg-range view fo

York -City will be a beiter

about the same, or worse?” ~
Four in ten in Queens said,
“worse” and less than: three

would be better. In no other -

d a greate

about the future of the
town, T

Alot of criticisms Kave been raised
|- aboutthecity.Some are probably fair;
in New York by choice.. | -Someare probably not fair. Do you feel
that the criticism that the city is
ungovernable and should be split up

_City Total: FAIR 25 NOTFAIR 50 NOT.SURE2S

NOTFAIR ....48
NOT SURE..27 |-

ueens

" In Manhattan, 38 per cent

* FAR....euuern.31
NOTFAIR...43
- NOT SURE...26
Brookiyn
e T EAIR e 23
Staten Island NOT FAIR.... 58
- FAR.verines 9 NOT SURE...23
-NOT FARR....57
NOT SURE...33
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